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August 27, 2014

AMEND BOARD REPORT 11-0824-PO2
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ENROLLMENT AND OTHER OPTIONS FOR KNOWLEDGE SCHOOLS AND PROGRAMS
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That the Board amend the Admissions Policy For Magnet, Selective Enroliment and Other Options For
Knowledge Schools and Programs.

PURPOSE The purpose of thls pohcy is to prowde a comprehenswe framework for enroliment in and the
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Chicago Public Schools (“CPS” or “the District”). Magnet and selective enroliment schools and programs
have several goals including: (1) to maintain, to the extent permitted by law, the diversity achieved by the
District prior to the termination of the consent decree in the federal lawsuit captioned, U.S. v. Board of
Education of the City of Chicago (80 C 5124)(N.D. IL); (2) to promote socio-economic (“SES”) diversity
within schools including, but not limited to, the prevention, reduction and elimination of isolation based
upon income levels, parental education levels and other social and economic factors having an
established correlation to educational achievement; (3) to provide a unique or specialized curriculum or
approach and (4) to improve achlevement for all students participating in a magnet or selectlve
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factors that relate to the census tract in which an applicant resides at the time of application.
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will update a student’s address with the system of record (IMPACT). CPS utilizes data in the following six
areas to calculate SES scores and designate an SES tier for each census tract: (1) median family
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process will be placed into the four SES tiers based on the applicant’s address noted on the application.
Lotteries will be conducted within each of the four SES tiers and applicants will be ranked in lottery order
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particular SES tier, the unfilled seats will be divided evenly and redistributed across the remaining tier(s)
as the process continues. A sufficient number of offers will be made in lottery order for each SES tier to
fill the seats allocated to this lottery process. The remaining applicants will be placed on an applicant wait

list by SES tier.
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school or program during the school year at any grade level shall be handled through the following

procedure: Available seats will first be offered to siblings of currently enrolled students (with a lottery
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proximity and general wait lists, the school shall alternate between the proximity and general wait lists
when enrolling students in accordance with the procedures established by the CEO or designee

6. NCLB School Choice: Notwﬂhstandmg the foregomg, the CEO or designee may set asid
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7. Principal Discretion: This policy does not authorize principals of magnet schools and programs to
exercise principal discretion in the student selection process.

... V.  SELECTIVE ENRQOLLMENT SCHOOLS AND PROGRAMS - SELECTION PROCESS: Students
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to the extent that space is available. For remaining seats, applicants who satisfy threshold academic
criteria are evaluated based on a combination of academic and interview criteria, with students receiving
additional points if they reside within the school’s attendance boundary. Applicants are ranked through a
computerized process based on this combination of criteria with student selections made based on rank
order.

Applications to enroll in a High School IB Program at a grade level other than the entry-level grade are
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4, Set Asides: In consultation with the Office of Special Education and Supports, certain selective
enroliment schools and programs may also be subject to additional set-aside requirements for the

placement of students with disabilities, as may be required by law. Additionally, the CEO or designee is
AuthagiggA +~ inaarnarnin aat opifen far o MO D fhaira nenascs indln QFWS nelestiar nrarnan.




14-0827-PO1

necessarily limited to, information regarding the applicant’s residence or sibling status, the applicant shalil
be subject to immediate removal from the magnet or selective enroliment school or program to which
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4. Residency Requirement: Enroliment in any CPS magnet or selective enroliment school or
programs is limited to “residents” of the City of Chicago, as further described in the Board’s Enroliment
and Transfer Policy. A student is not required to reside in the City of Chicago in order to apply to these
schools or programs; however, in order to enroll, the student must reside within the City limits no later
than the July 1%t immediately prior to the start of the school year that the student seeks enroliment. The
Options for Knowledge publication may address procedures for compliance with the proof of residency
requirement.
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magnet schools and programs in accordance with applicable federal and state laws, any board reports
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following transportation services will be provided:

a. Transportation service is provided to those students attending an elementary magnet school
who live more than 1.5 miles and less than 6.0 miles from the school in which they are enrolled.

b. Transportation service is provided to those students attending a Regional Gifted Center who
live more than 1 5 miles from the school in which they are enrolled (with the exception of Carnegie,
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of the requirements of this policy. The CEO or designee is further authorized to formulate and issue
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uidelines as necessary for the effective implementation of the reauirerents of this nalicy

XIV. ENFORCEMENT: Violations of this policy or any guidelines, manuals or procedures issued
pursuant to or in relation to this policy are prohibited. Employees of the Board who commit such
violations will be subjected to severe penalties, up to and including termination. Students who are
enrolled in violation of this policy will be subject to removal from that magnet or selective school or
program.

Approved for Consideration: Respectfully submitted:
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Barbara Byrd-Benhnett
Chief Executive Officer

Approved as to Legal Form:@(/
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James L. Bebley !
General Counsel




